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Essential Boxer Puppy Supplies

It's important that you have all the supplies you need for your boxer puppy.

Here are some essential equipment you should buy for your new Boxer puppy.

CRATE

To someone unfamiliar with the use of crates in dog training, it may seem like punishment to shut a dog in a crate; this is not
the case at all. Crates are not cruel— crates have many humane and highly effective uses in dog care and training. For
example, crate training is a very popular and very successful housebreaking method; a crate can keep your dog safe during
travel; and, perhaps most importantly, a crate provides your dog with a place of his own in your home. It serves as a “doggie
bedroom” of sorts—your Boxer can curl up in his crate when he wants to sleep or when he just needs a break. Many dogs
sleep in their crates overnight. When lined with soft padding and with his favorite toy inside, a crate becomes a cozy
pseudo-den for your dog. Like his ancestors, he too will seek out the comfort and retreat of a den—you just happen to be
providing him with something a little more luxurious than leaves and twigs lining a dirty ditch.

As far as purchasing a crate, the type that you buy is up to you. It will most likely be one of the two most popular types: wire
or fiberglass. There are advantages and disadvantages to each type. For example, a wire crate is more open, allowing the
air to flow through and affording the dog a view of what is going on around him. A fiberglass crate, however, is sturdier and
more suitable as a travel crate since it provides more protection for the dog. The size of the crate is another thing to
consider. Puppies do not stay puppies forever—in fact, sometimes it seems as if they grow right before your eyes. A
smallsized crate may be fine for a very young Boxer pup, but it will not do him much good for long! Unless you have the
money and the inclination to buy a new crate every time your pup has a growth spurt, it is better to get one that will
accommodate your dog both as a pup and at full size. A large crate of sufficient height will be necessary for a full-grown
Boxer, as their approximate weight range is between 55 and 70 pounds.

BEDDING

A crate pad in the dog'’s crate will help the dog feel more at home. First, the bedding will take the place of the leaves, twigs,
etc., that the pup would use in the wild to make a den; the pup can make his own “burrow” in the crate. Although your pup is
far removed from his den-making ancestors, the denning instinct is still a part of his genetic makeup. Second, until you bring
your pup home, he has been sleeping amid the warmth of his mother and littermates, and while a pad is not the same as a
warm, breathing body, it still provides heat and something with which to snuggle. You will want to wash your pup’s bedding
frequently in case he has an accident in his crate, and replace or remove any bedding that becomes ragged and starts to fall
apart.

TOYS

Toys are a must for dogs of all ages, especially for curious playful pups. Puppies are the “children” of the dog world, and

what child does not love toys? Chew toys provide enjoyment to both dog and owner—your dog will enjoy playing with his
favorite toys, while you will enjoy the fact that they distract him from your expensive shoes and leather sofa. Puppies love to
chew; in fact, chewing is a physical need for pups as they are teething, and everything looks appetizing! The full range of

your possessions— from old rag to Oriental rug—are fair game in the eyes of a teething pup. Puppies are not all that discerning
when it comes to finding something to literally “sink their teeth into"—everything tastes great!

Stuffed toys are another option; these are good to put in the dog’s crate to give him some company. Be careful of these, as
a pup can de-stuff one pretty quickly, and stay away from stuffed toys with small plastic eyes or parts that a pup could choke
on. Similarly, squeaky toys are quite popular. There are dogs that will come running from anywhere in the house at the first
sound from their favorite squeaky friend. However, if a pup de-stuffs one of these, the small plastic squeaker inside can be
dangerous if swallowed. Monitor the condition of your pup’s toys carefully and get rid of any that have been chewed to the
point of becoming potentially dangerous.

Be careful of natural bones, which have a tendency to splinter into sharp, dangerous pieces. Also be careful of rawhide,
which after enough chewing can turn into pieces that are easy to swallow, and also watch out for the mushy mess it can turn
into on your carpet.
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