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Housebreaking Your German Shepherd Dog

Having a command for your dog to potty helps in housebreaking.

CONTROL

By control, we mean helping the puppy to create a lifestyle pattern that will be compatible to that of his human pack (you!).
Just as we guide little children to learn our way of life, we must show the puppy when it is time to play, eat, sleep, exercise
and even entertain himself.

Your puppy should always sleep in his crate. He should also learn that, during times of household confusion and excessive
human activity such as at breakfast when family members are preparing for the day, he can play by himself in relative safety
and comfort in his crate. Each time you leave the puppy alone, he should be crated. Puppies are chewers. They cannot tell
the difference between lamp cords, television wires, shoes, table legs, etc. Chewing into a television wire, for example, can
be fatal to the puppy, while a shorted wire can start a fire in the house.

If the puppy chews on the arm of the chair when he is alone, you will probably discipline him angrily when you get home.
Thus, he makes the association that your coming home means he is going to be punished. (He will not remember chewing
the chair and is incapable of making the association of the discipline with his naughty deed.)

Times of excitement, such as family parties, visits from friends, etc., can be fun for the puppy, providing he can view the
activities from the security of his crate. He is not underfoot and he is not being fed all sorts of tidbits that will probably cause
him stomach distress, yet he still feels a part of the fun.

SCHEDULE

A puppy should be taken to his relief area each time he is released from his crate, after meals, after play sessions, when he
first awakens in the morning (at age eight weeks, this can mean 5 a.m.!) and whenever he indicates by circling or sniffing
busily that he needs to urinate or defecate. For a puppy less than ten weeks of age, a routine of taking him out every hour is
necessary. As the puppy grows, he will be able to wait for longer periods of time.

Keep trips to his relief area short. Stay no more than five or six minutes and then return to the house. If he goes during that
time, praise him lavishly and take him indoors immediately. If he does not, but he has an accident when you go back
indoors, pick him up immediately, say “No! No!” and return to his relief area. Wait a few minutes, then return to the house
again. Never hit a puppy or put his face in urine or excrement when he has an accident! Once indoors, put the puppy in his
crate until you have had time to clean up his accident. Then release him to the family area and watch him more closely than
before. Chances are, his accident was a result of your not picking up his signal or waiting too long before offering him the
opportunity to relieve himself. Never hold a grudge against the puppy for accidents.

Let the puppy learn that going outdoors means it is time to relieve himself, not play. Once trained, he will be able to play
indoors and out and still differentiate between the times for play versus the times for relief.

Help him develop regular hours for naps, being alone, playing by himself and just resting, all in his crate. Encourage him to
entertain himself while you are busy with your activities. Let him learn that having you near is comforting, but it is not your
main purpose in life to provide him with undivided attention.

Each time you put your puppy in his crate, tell him “Crate time!” (or whatever command you choose). Soon, he will run to his
crate when he hears you say those words.

In the beginning of his training, do not leave him in his crate for prolonged periods of time except during the night when
everyone is sleeping. Make his experience with his crate a pleasant one and, as an adult, he will love his crate and willingly
stay in it for several hours. There are millions of people who go to work every day and leave their adult dogs crated while
they are away. The dogs accept this as their lifestyle and look forward to “crate time.” Once your Shepherd is reliably
housebroken, you can trust him in the home—and a guard dog protects his property better when he’s not crated!

Crate training provides safety for you, the puppy and the home. It also provides the puppy with a feeling of security, and that
helps the puppy achieve self-confidence and clean habits.

Remember that one of the primary ingredients in housetraining your puppy is control. Regardless of your lifestyle, there will
always be occasions when you will need to have a place where your dog can stay and be happy and safe. Crate
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training is the answer for now and in the future.

In conclusion, a few key elements are really all you need for a successful crate-training method—consistency, frequency,
praise, control and supervision. By following these procedures with a normal, healthy puppy, you and the puppy will soon be
past the stage of accidents and ready to move on to a clean and rewarding life together.
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