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Housebreaking Your German Shepherd Dog

Having a command for your dog to potty helps in housebreaking.

You can train a puppy to relieve himself wherever you choose. For example, city dwellers often train their puppies to relieve
themselves during walks because large plots of grass are not readily available. Of course, these people must be prepared to
clean up public deposits. Suburbanites, on the other hand, usually have yards to accommodate their dogs’ needs.

Outdoor training includes such surfaces as grass, dirt and cement. Indoor training usually means training your dog to
newspaper, although this is not a good option with a large dog like the German Shepherd.

When deciding on the surface and location that you will want your German Shepherd to use, be sure it is going to be
permanent. Training your dog to grass and then changing your mind two months later is extremely difficult for both dog and
owner.

Next, choose the command you will use each and every time you want your puppy to void. “Go hurry up” and “Go make” are
examples of commands commonly used by dog owners.

Get in the habit of asking the puppy, “Do you want to go hurry up?” (or whatever your chosen relief command is) before you
take him out. That way, when he becomes an adult, you will be able to determine if he wants to go out when you ask him. A
confirmation will be signs of interest like wagging his tail, watching you intently, going to the door, etc.

Puppy's Needs

The puppy needs to relieve himself after play periods, after each meal, after he has been sleeping and any time he indicates
that he is looking for a place to urinate or defecate. The urinary and intestinal tract muscles of very young puppies are not
fully developed. Therefore, like human babies, puppies need to relieve themselves frequently.

Take your puppy out often— every hour for an eight-week-old, for example. The older the puppy, the less often he will need to
relieve himself. Finally, as a mature healthy adult, he will require only three to five relief trips per day.

Housing
Since the types of housing and control you provide for your puppy have a direct relationship on the success of
house-training, we consider the various aspects of both before we begin training.

Bringing a new puppy home and turning him loose in your house can be compared to turning a child loose in a sports arena
and telling the child that the place is all his! The sheer enormity of the place would be too much for him to handle.

Instead, offer the puppy clearly defined areas where he can play, sleep, eat and live. A room of the house where the family
gathers is the most obvious choice. Puppies are social animals and need to feel a part of the pack right from the start.
Hearing your voice, watching you while you are doing things and smelling you nearby are all positive reinforcers that he is
now a member of your pack. Usually a family room, the kitchen or a nearby adjoining breakfast nook is ideal for providing
safety and security for both puppy and owner.

Within that room there should be a smaller area that the puppy can call his own. A cubbyhole, a wire or fiberglass dog crate
or a partitioned (not boarded!) corner from which he can view the activities of his new family will be fine. The size of the area
or crate is the key factor here. The area must be large enough for the puppy to lay down and stretch out as well as stand up
without rubbing his head on the top, yet small enough so that he cannot relieve himself at one end and sleep at the other
without coming into contact with his droppings.

Dogs are, by nature, clean animals and will not remain close to their relief areas unless forced to do so. In those cases, they
then become dirty dogs and usually remain that way for life.

The crate or area should be lined with a clean towel and offer one toy, no more. Do not put food or water in the crate, as
eating and drinking will activate his digestive processes and ultimately defeat your purpose as well as make the puppy very
uncomfortable as he attempts to “hold it.”
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