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Jon Geller, DVM  answers questions about everything from dog skin allergies to doggy group dynamics. You can listen to
his audio answers as well as read the answers for yourself. 

Do you have a question you want to ask the vet? Although Dr. Geller no longer answers audio questions, he responds to
three e-mail questions each week. Consider sending digital photos with your email to help him identify the problem.
Remember - if you have a sick dog, seek veterinary assistance immediately. Time is often of the essence.

Ask Dr. Geller a question about your dog now!

Audio answers from Dr. Geller            

Click the links below to listen to Dr. Geller's answer to each question.                            Are allergies making my dog gnaw at
her paws?
How can I make my dog stop eating his feces?
Help! My younger dog is agressive towards the older dog.
How can I help my dog cope with the deaths of his two packmates?
Which fruits and vegetables are toxic to my dogs?
My dog is coughing a lot - does that mean he has a cold?

Disclaimer: Our expert service provides information to assist dog owners in caring responsibly for their pets and to assist the
visitors of our website on canine health issues. All information provided is strictly informational in nature and should never be
used as a substitute for proper hands-on medical examination, particularly in the case of a seriously ill pet. Jon Geller, DVM,
Dog Channel and BowTie, Inc., along with any of their respective subsidiaries or employees, expressly disclaim all liability
associated with the failure of anyone using this source of information to seek proper veterinary care for their pets, including
but not limited to situations resulting in death of the pet.                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Q. This is Donna from Sonoma and I want to know how I find out what allergy is making my dog gnaw at her paws and why
the skin on feet and between her toes is so pink and irritated?
Click to listen         

A. This answer is for Donna in Sonoma. Donna, thank you for your question about your dog that has been chewing between
her paws and her toes. This often is due to allergies, although sometimes it can be caused by a yeast infection between the
toes. I would have that checked out first. Your veterinarian would take a cotton swab, rub it between your dog's toes and
look at a slide under the microscope and may be able to see some yeast on that slide. The treatment for that is a medication
that may be taken by mouth or put right in between the toes. One problem with medication on any kind of sore like that is
your dog will tend to lick the medication off. Or, if your dog has allergies, something in the air, they can definitely show up as
skin problems, ear infections, loss of hair, itchy skin, itchy between the toes, and the only way to determine that is to do
some allergy testing, just like they do with people. A good place to start, however, would be to perhaps give your dog some
Benedryl and I would ask your veterinarian how much Benedryl you can give; that is an over-the-counter product, of course,
and depends on how much your dog weighs. If the Benedryl seems to be effective, there is a good chance that it is allergic
and you may be able to control it with Benedryl alone or possibly other products such as fatty acid caps. Thank you very
much for your question and good luck.
Click to listen         
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Q. I'm Dallas from Gold's Beach, OR. My dog eats poop. How can I make him stop? Thanks.
Click to listen        

A. This answer is for Dallas in Gold Beach. I'm sorry to hear about your dog's problems. Dogs eat feces of other dogs or
their own. That is known as coprophasia and is a fairly common problem in young dogs and fortunately, most dogs outgrow
it. It doesn't usually cause any medical problems. However, I would recommend that you get your dog de-wormed regularly
with some oral de-wormer that you can get from your veterinarian. To discourage it, it's usually a behavioral problem, which
means cleaning up any dog feces as soon as possible so that your dog doesn't have access and then trying to deny your
dog access to any other dog's droppings as well. Fortunately, your dog will outgrow this habit; they almost all do. In the
meantime, good luck and thank you for your question.
Click to listen         
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Listen to more questions and answers from Dr. Geller!


