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Early Socialization for Your Pomeranian
Get your puppy familiar with his immediate surroundings before taking to public places.

When your Pomeranian first arrives home, begin by getting him used to the immediate members of your family, allowing him
time to take stock of his new environment. Instill confidence in him and do not bombard him with too many new faces in his
first few days with you. There will be plenty of opportunity to introduce him to your wider circle of friends as the weeks pass.

Depending on the age of your puppy, and whether his course of vaccinations is complete, you may or may not be able to
take him out in public places immediately. Whichever the case, | would still advise you to allow him to settle down at home
for the first few days before venturing further. There will be lots you can do with your Pomeranian puppy, so you will both
undoubtedly have great fun, but please allow him to get sufficient rest, too.

If restricted to your home territory for a little while, you can play games with him, with suitably safe soft toys. Check regularly
that sharp or unsafe parts, such as squeakers, do not become detached from the toy. These can cause injury, and your
puppys teeth will be very sharp, so toys can easily be damaged.

Whether or not you plan to show your Pomeranian, it is always good to do a little early training, getting him to stand calmly
on a table and to lie on his side to be gently groomed. Both will be helpful on numerous occasions, including visits to the vet,
when it is much easier to deal with a well-behaved dog. You will be so proud of your clever companion!

Accustom your puppy to being on a lead, which is always a strange experience for a tiny youngster. Begin by just attaching
a simple collar, not too tightly, but it should not fit so loosely that it can be caught on things, causing panic and possible
injury. Just put the collar on the pup for a few minutes at a time, lengthening each time period slightly until your puppy feels
comfortable in his first item of clothing. Don't expect miracles; this may take a few days. A word of caution about collars: the
Pomeranians coat grows quickly, and a collar can become too tight within a few days as the puppy develops. Check that the
collar is not too tight around the puppys neck. If you can fit two fingers between the dog and the collar, that should be
sufficient.

When the puppy is comfortable in the collar, attach a small lightweight lead. The one you select must have a secure catch,
yet be simple to attach and release as necessary. Until now, your puppy has simply gone where he has pleased and will find
it very strange to be attached to someone who is restricting his movements. For this reason, when training my own puppies,
| like to allow the pup to take me for the first few sessions. | then begin to gently guide him, and soon enough training can
start in earnest, with the puppy coming with me as | lead the way. It is usual to begin training the puppy to walk on your
left-hand side. When this has been accomplished to your satisfaction, you can try moving him on your right, but there is
absolutely no hurry. If you plan to show your Pomeranian, you will generally move your dog on your left, but there are
occasions when it is necessary also to move him on your right so as not to obstruct the judges view.

Pagel|2



