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Are you a Dalmatian person?

Find out if this intelligent breed is for you.

Young Dals can become difficult when they enter the "terrible twos" of adolescence. Training and socialization are essential
to teach manners and acceptable behavior. Puppy classes, basic obedience and daily training sessions are excellent outlets
for the breeds tremendous energy. Mental stimulation is equally important or the Dal will become bored and creatively
destructive. Dals live best with people who are physically active and who maintain a lifestyle in which a dog is included and
always welcome. A securely fenced yard is necessary, given the Dals proclivity to run. The breeds average lifespan is 11 to
13 years.

The short Dalmatian coat requires minimal care but shedding is a year-round problem, and the short hair sticks to
everything, making the term "easykeeper" an oxymoron. Fussy housekeepers, beware.

Today the "Firehouse Dog" distinction may be eclipsed only by the image of Disneys 101 Dalmatians running down the
street. The re-release of the original 1961 animated film caused the breeds popularity to skyrocket in 1991, creating a huge
demand for Dal puppies. Unfortunately, irresponsible breeders responded to this demand. The DCA was better-prepared for
the 1996 release of the live-animal release of the movie, which thus did not have much effect on the breed.

This created a corresponding problem for humane societies and Dalmatian rescue groups when those cute pups grew into

highly energetic adolescents who were as wild and disobedient as the movie pups, and unprepared owners abandoned their
Dals to shelters and breed rescues.

If you fancy living with a Dalmatian, patronize only a knowledgeable, ethical breeder who will educate you about the ups and
downs of this intriguing breed and who can counsel you during all stages of the dogs life.

Next step: Dalmatian Overview
Reprinted from Breeders Best: Dalmatian © 2004. Permission granted by Kennel Club Books, an imprint of BowTie Press.
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