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ASPCA Responds to Michael Vick Interview

Animal welfare organization challenges NFL player’s dogfighting regrets.

Posted: August 21, 2009, 5:30 p.m. EDT

Ed Sayres, president and CEO of the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, issued the following
statement regarding NFL quarterback Michael Vick’s interview with “60 Minutes,” which aired Sunday, Aug. 16, 2009:

“After careful consideration, we have decided to speak out now about Michael Vick because of the special circumstances
involving the ASPCA.

“Several months ago, Mr. Vick's PR representatives approached the ASPCA to help educate America about the heinous act
of dogfighting following his release from prison. We were the first animal welfare organization given the opportunity to work
with Mr. Vick, but immediately turned him down due to the unique knowledge we had of his indescribable and barbaric acts
of animal cruelty where he and his associates savagely electrocuted and beat dogs to death after they lost their brutal
fights.

“The ASPCA'’s general consultation and our specific role in processing the forensic evidence in this case were key elements
that resulted in Mr. Vick and the three other defendants all pleading guilty to felony crimes.

“As such, this organization and | personally have seen the acts of cruelty committed by Mr. Vick firsthand — acts so heinous
that the public has never laid witness to them. And now that Mr. Vick has spoken out for the first time since his release from
prison, the ASPCA wants to make clear why this organization chose not to partner with him in his supposed rehabilitation
efforts.

“We are simply not convinced that Mr. Vick has demonstrated compassion toward animals as living beings or the necessary
remorse for his criminal actions against them.

“'60 Minutes’ provided a convicted criminal a national platform to selfishly focus on his own recovery when, in fact, the
animals, the victims who cannot speak for themselves, should have received the attention.

“CBS did a grave disservice to the animal welfare community by failing to show the ugly truth of Mr. Vick’s actions and the
horrors of dogfighting and animal cruelty in this country. The continued attention paid to Mr. Vick is only reinforcing that
criminal behavior does not destroy fame and fortune.

“The ASPCA works every day to prevent animal cruelty, in the absence of tougher, more consistent laws, and lack of
education and awareness. We serve as the animals’ voice, as millions of animals suffer alone and in silence because they
cannot speak out against their perpetrators. When a crime against animals is committed, the ASPCA's priorities are to build
a sound case that results in successful prosecution of the perpetrators, as well as the rehabilitation of the victims. Our direct
involvement in the Vick case yielded success in both areas, and in fact, we work every day to ensure perpetrators like him
are behind bars.

“Although Mr. Vick has served his time and is now entitled to employment, the ASPCA was strongly against him being able
to immediately re-join the NFL, to play alongside highly paid elite athletes who are looked upon as our heroes and role
models.

“Today, it is difficult to see him in the uniform of a Philadelphia Eagle because of the startling lack of judgment and moral
character he has demonstrated over the past several years. It is questionable whether he will have any credibility as an
educator on the dogfighting issue.

“The ASPCA welcomes a national conversation on animal cruelty and especially dogfighting, but questions Mr. Vick’s ability
to lead it.

“Mr. Vick has indeed been given another chance to play football with the Philadelphia Eagles ... the ASPCA is extremely
disappointed that owner Jeff Lurie hired him for his team before it was clear that Mr. Vick has truly developed a sense of
compassion for his victims, the animals whose lives were taken by him.
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“Let’s not forget to focus on the animals, the crimes that are still being committed every day in the United States. What are

we, as a nation, going to do about that? How are we going to express our outrage long past the first time Mr. Vick takes the
field in Philadelphia?”

Vick, a former star quarterback for the Atlanta Falcons, served 18 months in prison, then two months on house arrest after
pleading guilty in 2007 to killing dogs and bankrolling a dogfighting ring on his property in Surry County, Va. Many of the
dogs have been rehabilitated, and some have found new homes.

For more on the Michael Vick dogfighting case, click here.



